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we find in both these masterful natures the same
patrician pride blended with a rough-and-ready kind
of bourgeois sans-gem ; the same love of ceremonious
ostentation and cheese-paring thrift; the same cold-
blooded cruelty and genial kindliness ; the same
epicurean joie de vwre and stoic philosophy; the
same dignity and impudence; the same versatility
of ideas combined with deep reverence for antiquity
and gross superstition* Finally both had a keen sense
of humour, a shrewd mother-wit, and a happy faculty
of avoiding extremes: both were firm believers in
the doctrine of the middle way.

Li was often called the Bismarck of the East, and
relished the title; nevertheless, its appropriateness
was never very obvious, except in so far as both
statesmen held the power behind the Throne in their
respective countries. The expression " Blood and
Iron35 could never have been fittingly applied to
Li: " Blood and Silver," possibly. At the height
of his power and fame, in the 'eighties, men gave
him this name who believed in the fighting strength
of his imposing armaments, and who saw in his
brusque manners, his jolly laughter and slim diplo-
macy, points of resemblance to the Iron Chancellor.
As a matter of fact, there was very little of the Bis-
marck about Li. In temperament and policy he was
essentially conciliatory : his diplomacy was a matter
of tact, finesse and brains, and never of brutality.
Sir Robert Hart characteristically described him in
1900 as a " wily old gentleman," neatly summing
up in that phrase the general opinion of the Viceroy's
Olgm countrymen His warlike activities, as they
had reason to know, were essentially part of his
elaborate statecraft of "make-believe/5 and very